Explanation of Election of a Bishop
and Testimonial

The following is an excerpt from the national Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal
Church. This explains the election process and states the Testimonial delegates will be
asked to sign at the time of the election.

CANON 111.11.4

Sec. 4.

(@) If the date of the election of a Bishop occurs more than one hundred and twenty days
before the meeting of the General Convention, The Standing Committee of the Diocese for
which the Bishop has been elected shall by its President, or by some person or persons
specially appointed, immediately send to the Presiding Bishop and to the Standing
Committees of the several Dioceses a certificate of the election by the Secretary of
Convention of the Diocese, bearing a statement that evidence of the Bishop-elect's having
been duly ordered Deacon and Priest as to the Bishop-elect's medical,

psychological and psychiatric examination required in Sec. 3(b) of this Canon have been
received and that a testimonial signed by a constitutional majority of the Convention must
also be delivered in the following form:

We, whose names are hereunder written, fully sensible of how important it is that
the Sacred Order and Office of a Bishop should not be unworthily conferred, and
firmly persuaded that it is our duty to bear testimony on this solemn occasion
without partiality, do, in the presence of Almighty God, testify that we know of no
impediment on account of which the Reverend A.B. ought not to be ordained to that
Holy Office. We do, moreover, jointly and severally declare that we believe the
Reverend A.B. to have been duly and lawfully elected and to be of such sufficiency
in learning, of such soundness in the Faith, and of such godly character as to be able
to exercise the Office of a Bishop to the honor of God and the edifying of the
Church, and to be a wholesome example to the flock of Christ.

(Date) (Signed)




