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Story and Photos
by Deirdre Steinberg

On Sunday, January 28, the Rev. Ray
Ferguson, priest at St. Alban, Tillamook,
stood before a packed sanctuary and
praised God and the Tillamook Fire
Department  for bringing back to
beauty and order that which had been
profaned. Ferguson was of ciating
at a rededication of his church after an
arsonist s re in May nearly destroyed
the 40-year-old building. The service
was based on the liturgy of Restoring
of Things Profaned.

In an emotional homily, which Fer-
guson said was mostly just a thank
you, he talked about how the con-
gregants and the community worked
together to keep church activities and
programs going while the church was
restored. The arson re badly damaged

The Rev. Ray Ferguson thanks Angie
Carpenter, a Tillamook resident who saw
the church on re and called 9-1-1 on her
way to work at 4:30am on May 30, 2006
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the basement, which housed the parish
hall and kitchen. Other areas affected
by heat, smoke, and re were the choir

‘Faith advocates’

Story and Photos
by Deirdre Steinberg

More than 300 clergy and lay con-
gregants from several faith traditions
spent the day together in Salem on
February 5 learning how to lobby
their state legislators on issues of so-
cial justice including the three Hs :
housing, hunger and healthcare. The
Interfaith Advocacy Day at the Oregon
State Capitol 2007 was sponsored by a
long list of groups including Muslim,
Christian, and Jewish congregations
as well as nonpro t and social justice
organizations. The Diocese of Oregon s
Episcopal Peace and Justice Commis-
sion was one co-sponsor.

After a morning of issues brie ng
and practice, which was part theo-
logical, part pep talk and part nuts-
and-bolts, the participants marched a
few blocks to the state capitol and met
with legislators for the afternoon.

One of the rst speakers was Rabbi
Michael Cahana of Congregation Beth
Israel in Portland. He told the as-

Thanks for caring!

We would like to thank all the people who
lled those wondrous baskets for our fund-
raiser at Diocesan Convention in November.
And, we also want to thank everyone who
took part in the raf e. Together you raised
$1,000. We are grateful for the extra money
to help support poor and homeless projects
in our churches.

—Phyllis Hockley,
Fund for the Poor and Homeless

visit state capitol

sembled that advocating for the poor
and marginalized had a long prophetic
tradition in the three Abrahamic re-
ligions  Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam. Our responsibility is to be that
prophetic voice, a voice that is louder
and more persuasive than the political

jargon and chatter that we hear.
Cahana explained that the Hebrew
word for justice, tzekek, is often coupled
with the Hebrew word rodef, which
means relentless pursuit. We must
pursue justice; we need to go out and
chase after it relentlessly and rope it
in, he urged. But what a blessing it
(Continued on Page 5)
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Beauty and
Order Return
to St. Alban

room, offices, the nave
and the narthex. Also
destroyed were all the
items collected for the
church s annual rum-
mage sale, which were
housed in the children s
chapel area. A suspect,
who is being held on
other arson charges, has
yet to be charged with
the St. Albans re. In a
magnanimous gesture, Ferguson spoke
of forgiveness for the arsonist.
Ferguson thanked members of the
Tillamook Fire Department, who were
present in the pews in full dress uni-
form, and the building contactor who
did most of the work. He praised the
newspaper reporters from the Headlight-

Olivia Koltre peeks out from underneath a small table in
the newly-remodeled St. Alban, Tillamook, at the rededica-
tion of the church on January 28. It took seven months to
reconstruct and remodel the church after an arsonists re
nearly burned it to the ground.

Herald, who covered the event, and their
bosses, who offered free advertising for
the church s annual rummage sale. He
thanked the pastor and congregants of
St. John United Church of Christ, across
the street, where St. Alban s worshipers
prayed for six months while the church

(Continued on Page 4)

Triangle Lake camp sessions suspended

By Deirdre Steinberg

Bishop Itty and the Diocesan Board of
Trustees reluctantly made the decision
to cancel Triangle Lake s 2007 camp-
ing summer program and all other
programs for the immediate future, it
was announced February 9.

The action came after the bishop and
the Board of Trustees heard a report on
February 8 by the Triangle Lake Task
Force, which has been working since

Diocesan Convention date changed

The 2007 Diocesan Convention
will now be held Thursday-Friday,
November 8-9, 2007, at the Salem
Conference Center. The third annual
Mission and Ministry Fair will take
place on Saturday, November 10, fol-
lowing the convention. The original

date announced at the 2006 conven-
tion was a week earlier. We apologize
for any confusion this may have
caused. More information on the 2007
Diocesan Convention is forthcoming
on the website (www.diocese-oregon.
org) as it becomes available.
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August 2006 to
make recom-
mendations on
the future of the
camp and retreat
center.

In addition to
suspending the
2007 summer
camp program,
the Board of
Trustees unanimously adopted a plan
to provide resources for the Center s
security and maintenance.

Near the end of 2006 it became ap-
parent that there would not be enough
funds for Triangle Lake s programs.
The reasons for the deficit include
diminished use of the camp and confer-
ence center, a shortfall in the diocesan

(Continued on Page 3)
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| commend to you this prayer:

Almighty Father, whose blessed
Son before his passion prayed for
his disciples that they might be one,
asyou and he are one: Grant that
your Church, being bound together
in love and obedience to you, may
be united in one body by one Spirit,
that the world may believe in him
whom you have sent, your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; who lives with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever, Amen. (BCP
p. 255)

As | write to you from Bishop Thomas
Samuelso ceinour companion
Diocese of Madhya Kerala, Church of
South India, | am mindful of our Chris-
tian calling and commitment to unity in
the body of Christ. The Church of South
India is a united and uniting Church
which brought together a number of
worshiping traditions, most notably
the Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian,
and Congregational. The Diocese of
Madhya Kerala has strong historic
Anglican roots which blend in with
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Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called

To My Dear

Brothers and Sisters

ancient historic customs and traditions
that date back over two thousand years
ago when St. Thomas came to India and
proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Indeed, through the twentieth century
and beyond, the churches of the South
Indian subcontinent continue to foster
and nurture strong ecumenical ties with
Catholic, Orthodox, Mar Thoma, and a
number of other Christian traditions.

In our own diocese | am so thankful and
appreciative of the many wonderful
links and spiritual connections that our
clergy and lay leaders have developed
with the Lutheran, Presbyterian, Meth-
odist, Congregational, Roman Catholic,
and other traditions. Our commitment
to sustaining personal contacts and
facilitating collegial work through insti-
tutions such as Ecumenical Ministries of
Oregon, Northwest House of Theologi-
cal Studies, Church World Service, and
other Interfaith and Ecumenical orga-
nizations continue to enrich our lives

as we explore the Gospel imperative to
strive for unity as members of Christs
one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
As a people of faith, we are called to
consider working together to serve our
Lord in ways that might not be possible
if working alone. Many of our congrega-
tions have taken signi cant leadership
in promoting ecumenical bible stud-
ies, preschools, vacation bible school
programs, local clergy fellowships, and
shared Lenten programs. Some oth-

ers have also assumed leadership in

fostering dialogue and responding to
pressing human needs in an interfaith
context. | am proud and thankful of
our work in these areas, and | pray that
we will continue to explore new and
creative ways of working together as
peoples of faith who are committed to
a rming the dignity of every human
being.

These multifaceted signs and symbols
of ecumenism move us ever so closer to
unity and common fellowship in Christ.
This is especially signi cantin atime
where there are so many tensions that
seem to tear apart the fabric of unity
thatis in Christ.

Bishop s Calendar

MARCH
4 St. Francis of Assisi, Wilsonville
11 St. John, Toledo
18 No visitation/ House of Bishops, TX
25 St. Catherine, Manzanita

APRIL

1 St Stephen, Portland

5 Maundy Thursday

6 Good Friday, St. John the Baptist,
Portland (no visitation)

7 Holy Saturday Vigil, St. John the
Baptist, Portland

8 Easter Sunday, Trinity Cathedral,
Portland

15 St. Bartholomew, Beaverton

22 Trinity Cathedral, Portland

29 St. Andrew, Florence

IN Christ

As we consider and contemplate the
blessings that are ours as a people of
God in our diocese, and as we con-
template the many signs and symbols
of unity that continue to thrive in our
world at large, | pray that we will never
lose hope or be faint of heart during
seasons of anxiety or stress. Let us al-
ways remember that our Lord is faithful
and that God is good and will usher in a
new season of peace and unity through
the power of the Holy Spirit. In a spirit of
reconciliation and renewal, as Christians
we are called to actively pray and do our
part to more fully realize the unity of
Christs Church.

Mindful of our call to discipleship,
united in mission, we are emboldened
to hear:

| therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been
called, with all humility and gentle-
ness, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, making every
e ortto maintain the unity of the
Spiritin the bond of peace. There
is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called to the one hope of
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is above all and through all
andinall. (Ephesians 4:1-6)

/ Faithfully Yours in Christ,

+Johncy Itty
Bishop

Reporter creates multimedia show of diocesan trip to India

Joe Rose (below with several chil-
dren), a professional journalist and
Trinity Cathedral parishioner, spent
16 days in January and February with
Bishop Itty and other members of the
Companion Diocese Commission Vis-
iting the Diocese of Madhya Kerala,

Church of South India.

Rose established a blog (http://trini-
tyindia2007.blogspot.com/) with diary
entries and photographs including
this one of two girl students (below
right) at the Bishop Moore Vidyapath
School run by the Kerala Diocese.
Rose noted on
hisblog: More
than 2,000 stu-
dents attend
the school,
where academ-
ic achievement

isamong the highest in the region. The
students speak Malayalam and impec-
cable English. Areading from Gospels,
the Lord s Prayer and the singing of
hymns and the Indian national an-
them start every day. Bishop Itty led
the students in prayer and told them
about Oregon Episcopal School. Rose
is planning a multi-media presentation
of his trip with the companion diocese.
Check the diocesan website at www.
diocese-oregon.org for information on
where his presentations will occur as
the schedule becomes available.







