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Hispanic Missioner is cultural bridge-builder

The Rev. Roberto Arciniega

Story and Photo
by Deirdre Steinberg

Roberto Arciniega’s mind is conflict-
ed about how the Diocese of Oregon
— or any Episcopal entity for that mat-
ter — can be truly multicultural. On the
one hand, says Arciniega, the diocese’s
hispanic missioner, minorities have
to “find themselves in the Episcopal
Church,” and on the other they must
be welcomed “to bring the richness of
their cultures into the church.” The
first requirement is the responsibility
of the groups seeking to enter (minori-
ties) and the other is the duty of those
already inside. Without the dynamic of
this duality, the exercise in multicultur-
alism is hollow and not likely to sustain
itself or grow into something truly vi-
able. Arciniega says he has experienced

Spanish and English
SAFE training

scheduled in March

For the first time, the SAFE Church
training program is offered in Span-
ish. You can register online — for
Spanish or English sessions — for
the spring round of SAFE Church
trainings.

The morning session, “Safeguard-
ing God’s Children,” is required for
all clergy, paid employees, senior
wardens, and volunteers who work
with children and youth. The af-
ternoon session, “Recognizing and
Preventing Sexual Harassment and
Exploitation,” is required for all
clergy, paid employees, vestry /BAC
members, Eucharistic ministers and
visitors, and Stephen ministers. Un-
der new guidelines from our insur-
ance company, these trainings must
be renewed at least every ten years.
Cost is $10 per person per session.

Here is the training schedule:

Saturday, March 3
St. Catherine of Alexandria,
Manzanita (English)
St. James, Tigard (English)
Saturday, March 10

All Saints/San Pablo,
Hillsboro (Spanish)

All Saints/San Pablo,
Hillsboro (English)
Saturday, March 17

St. Luke by the Sea, Waldport
(English)
St. Mary, Eugene (English)

Online registration for all sessions
is available at www.diocese-oregon.
org. Scroll down to “Conferences
and Events,” and click on SAFE
Church. For further information,
please contact Barbara Ross, mis-
sioner for Christian education and
lifelong formation, at 971-204-4111
or 1-800-452-2562 x111 or barbarar@
diocese-oregon.org.

too many times the phenomenon of ev-
eryone believing a multicultural church
was the “right thing to do,” without
having the heart-felt commitment to
back it up when budgeting gets tight.
“This makes minorities feel vulner-
able,” he cautions. “It’s worse to open
the door, just to shut it again when the
budget gets tight and these ministries
are the first things to go.”

In July, Arciniega replaced the Rev.
Canon George Hemingway, who
retired as both vicar of St. Michael/
San Miguel, a growing multicultural
parish in Newberg, and as diocesan
hispanic missioner. Arciniega held the
same post in two other dioceses before
moving to Oregon in 1996. He was the
hispanic missioner in the Diocese of
Northern California and the Diocese of
El Camino Real (San Jose, CA). Addi-
tionally, he served in Hillsboro, Boring,
and Portland before getting the call to
Newberg and being appointed to his
post by Bishop Itty.

A former Roman Catholic priest,
Arciniega, 51, is married and the father
of two young children. He was born in
Toluca, Mexico, and came to the United
States in 1980. In 1988, Arciniega went

to his bishop in Sacramento and
said that he wanted to marry. The
bishop suggested that rather than
leave the clergy, Arciniega should
consider becoming an Anglican.
Arciniega was received in 1991 in
the Episcopal Diocese of Northern
California.

“Fr. Roberto has a tremendous
ability to connect with people,”
comments Leroy “Roy” Cheney,
85, who has been a member of
St. Michael’s since 1998. Lilyan
Keene, 94, a parishioner since 1961,
also calls Arciniega a “kind, caring,
and very gentle person.”

Arciniega believes the biggest
challenge he faces as a vicar is to
create an atmosphere where both
congregations of his church feel
welcomed and comfortable in each
others’ services and social activi-
ties. Arciniega also wants to target
young families and singles for
church membership. This is hap-
pening, but very slowly, he adds. One
new young family has joined the par-
ish, and several students from George
Fox University in McMinnville have
been attending the Spanish services

The Rev. Roberto Arciniega stands at the en-
trance of St. Michael/San Miguel in Newberg.
Arciniega conducts services in both English
and Spanish and is working to create a healthy,
growing multicultural parish.

with some regularity.

To this soft-spoken and generous
priest, this is a good beginning and
something he is content to sow in ser-
vice in the Lord’s Vineyard.

Interfaith Advocacy: lawmakers briefed on issues

(Continued from Page 1)
is that we can be partners with God in
making this world a better place.”

Cahana was
followed by
David Leslie,
executive direc-
tor of Ecumeni-
cal Ministries
of Oregon, the
main organiz-
ing agency of the
advocacy day,
who said: “We
all have the right
to lobby for hu-
man rights and
social justice; I
think sometimes
we forget that.”

The partici-
pants spent the
first part of the
morning learning “Advocacy 101,” ina
session led by Lisa Wenszlick, a parish-
ioner at St. Luke Lutheran in Portland
and a member of OFRAH, the Oregon
Faith Roundtable Against Hunger, and
Bob Horenstein of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Portland. Wenszlick and
Horenstein provided a step-by-step
how-to on lobbying legislators includ-
ing such simple rules as being consid-
erate of the legislator’s time, following
up in a timely manner after the initial
meeting, knowing your facts and stat-
ing your issue in one concise statement,
and inviting your legislator to speak to
your faith community.

Following the how-to section, experts
in the three “H’s,” housing, hunger, and

Bruce Goldberg,
M.D., the director of
the state’s Depart-
ment of Human Ser-
vices, told faith ad-
vocates that 117,000
children do not have
health insurance and
that most of them are
members of working
families.

Patty Whitney-
Wise of the Oregon
Hunger Relief Task
Force said one in five
children in Oregon
live in a “food inse-
cure home.”

healthcare, briefed the audience. They
were Michael Anderson, an organizer
with Affordable Housing NOW! and
the communications director for the
Community Development Network, a

The Rev. Dcn. Janis Hansen (right)
lobbied with members of an Islamic del-
egation (left and center) who focused on
housing and homelessness issues. They
met with Rep. Tobias Read of Portland.
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trade association of private nonprofit
community development organizations
in Multnomah County; Bruce Goldberg,
M.D., director of the state’s Department
of Human Services; and Patty Whit-
ney-Wise, the executive director of the
Oregon Hunger Relief Task Force and
the winner of the nationally-recognized
Wheeler /Wellstone National Hunger
Leadership Award.

In the afternoon, faith advocates
met with lawmakers and briefed them
on what they had learned. The Rev.
Dcn. Janis Hansen of St. Bartholomew,
Beaverton, was among a group of
advocacy participants who met with
Rep. Tobias Read (D-House District
27). At the end of the meeting, Hansen
said: “I think Rep. Read was listening
intently to what we were saying. That
encourages me. We can only be heard
if we speak out.”
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